Medieval Livery Flags

Of ye Later Hundred Years War & ye Wars of ye Roses

by Kevin Dallimore
Medieval liverieswereakind of uniform that could beworn by thefollowersof aparticular King or Lord, or even by contingentsfromaparticular town.

Thesefollowerscould betheLord'simmediatefeudal dependants, allies, or even mercenariesin hisservice. Thecoloursof thelivery arenot necessarily
thecoloursof that high personage'sarmorial shield, although they canbe. Somewere coloursdisplayed ontourney banners, or perhapseven the colours
of some long-forgotten warlord of the family. The majority of liveries seem to be two coloured worn half-and-half, e.g. left half of tunic red, and right
half of tunic blue. Thisseemsto have been repeated on the back of thetunic. The flags below show these colours, where thereisonly one colour, like
Stanley, theliveryisalsojust of that colour. Of course morethan just thetunic could beinthelivery colours, | tend to paint hose, shieldsand sometimes
even helmetsin livery colours!  Theflagsalso contain the principal Badge of that person, again this may not be the same ashisarmorial device. This
Badge could also be shown ontheliveried clothing of thetroops. For moredetailsseelan Heath's Armiesof the Middle Ages, volume 1.
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